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Thobs From Palestine & Jordan



PALESTINIAN EMBROIDERY (TATREEZ) WAS INSCRIBED ON UNESCO’S
REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF

HUMANITY IN DECEMBER 2021.



LIFE IIN PALESTINE BEFORE THE NAKBA

PALESTINIAN TATREEZ, ESPECIALLY THE
PEASANT (FALLAHI) TATREEZ KNOWN AS CROSS-

STITCH, 
IS ONE OF THE OLDEST DECORATIVE

TRADITIONS IN THE WORLD,
 AND ITS ORIGINS DATE BACK TO THE TIME OF

THE CANAANITES.



GAZA PENDANT - QILADA

JAFFA : AMULETS - HUJUB
RAMALLA: PALM TREE - NAKHLA

BEERSHEBA: CYPRESS TREE - SARU

HEBRON: 
TENT OF THE PASHA - 
KHAYMAT AL BASHA

PALESTINIAN EMBROIDERY: TRADITIONAL FALLAHI CROSS-STITCH
BY WIDAD KAWAR BOOK

THOB & PATTERNS FROM DIFFERENT CITIES
 IN PALESTINE



THOBES BEFOR & AFTER NAKBA 

THOBES MADE BY WOMEN FROM VILLAGE
CALLED SARAFAND 

BRFOR NAKBA AFTER NAKBA 

THE DIFFERENCES APPEARS IN THE PATTERNS 
& THE FABRICS 

& HOW THEY MIXED MANY PATTERNS FROM 
DIFFRERNT VILLEGES TOGETHER 

WHILE THEY ARE  IN REFUGEES CAMPS



HEAD PIECE : وقاة أو صمادة

WAIST BELT : شداد

VEIL : طرحة



Lots of thobs, lots of dresses 

without identity

EMBROIDERY MARKET
 IN AMMAN DOWN TOWN

MOST ARE AMCHINE MADE FROM
CHINA ,

 SYNTHETIC THREADS, CHEAP  
STANDERDISED DESIGNS !



https://www.tirazcentre.org/en

you can download
the book here 

References

https://www.tirazcentre.org/en


IN AMMAN 



An interviwe with Feda’a Hamdan 

 Palestinian Tatreez teacher & researcher

“The bride should be skilled in Tatreez; if the Tatreez is clean on both the front and back, the bride is
suitable to be a daughter-in-law.”   



PERSONAL PHOTOS FROM MY FAMILY
 FOR OUR VILLAGE 



WE CANT FIND ANY PHOTO FOR OUR VILLAGE THOB DETAILS &
TATREEZ!!!

The only Photo of my parents grandmother 
wearing very simple tatreez thob



Why did part of
the thobs get

lost?
Policies of Cultural Erasure:

Colonial practices contributed
to the marginalization of the

Palestinian dress and its
symbolism.

The Nakba and Forced
Displacement (1948): The

displacement of women from their
villages disrupted the continuity of

embroidery traditions in each village.

Forced Assimilation into New
Communities: The mixing of

women from different villages
led to a blending of motifs and

a loss of village identity.

Loss of Original Dresses: Many
dresses were lost or damaged

during the displacement without
documentation.





Thob Collection with Accessories

HTTPS://WWW.BGC.BARD.EDU/EVENTS/1560/26-FEB-2025-THE-TIMELESS

https://www.bgc.bard.edu/events/1560/26-feb-2025-the-timeless


reema dahbour

Neveen elkady

https://www.reemadahbour.com/t

https://www.instagram.com/neveenelkady_/?hl=en

https://www.chiaragiusti.com/te
chne

 Chiara Giusti

https://www.dezeen.com/2014/02/17/3d-
printed-fabrics-by-richard-beckett-woven-
into-pringle-of-scotlands-ready-to-wear-

garments/

 Pringle of Scotland
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Biomaterials 3d printing

Natural Dyes

Hand embroidery

https://inash.org/

I have obtained approval from a heritage
preservation association in the West Bank,
and I am working on an agreement with an
association in Amman as well, to conduct
more extensive interviews with women

working in Palestinian Tatreez and also to
explore the possibility of cooperation in

implementing the project's pieces.

https://inash.org/





